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GREAT SCOTT!!! Nike has finally gone back to the future of technology. The Air Mag shoe 
from the 1989 Blockbuster Hit, Back to the Future 2, is getting ready for shipment to the diehard 
Future Fans. September 8, 2011 is the release date for the technical yet intricate first prototype of 
the shoe.  This interesting shoe has new features not seen before this version.  The Air Mag is Nike’s 
first rechargeable footwear and was designed as an identical replica to the originals which include 
LED lights. Nike has strongly hinted that they plan to release a version of the Nike Air Mags with 
self-tying laces in 2015. Michael J. Fox is one of the people at the forefront of the shoe release and 
the proceeds will go to his foundation for Parkinson’s disease.  The good cause and the futuristic 
approach of the shoe is more than enough reason to look deeper at Nike Air Mag.

> we wanted to translate the excitement people have for the 
greatest shoe never made’ and for the back to the future into 
positive action,” mark parker, ceo of nike <

breakdown
The Air Mag’s is the first of it’s kind. It’s the exact replica of the pair of shoes from the movie, with 
a few slight tweaks to add more support and comfort. This slim and sleek shoe creates new limits 
for the technical side of shoe design. This high top shoe comes in a neutral gray. Similiar to a space 
boot but light as a feather.  The upper of the shoe is made of reinforced mesh. The outer sole is 
lined with LED, light-emitting diode, panels that’ll light up just like all futuristic shoes imagined in 
the 80’s. 

led lights
Nike Air Mag adds an unexpected form of technology to enhance the shoe. These shoes illuminate 

and glow for five hours per charge. The bottom of the shoes is lined with LED 
lighting panels, 3-component lighting element around the heel and tongue 
while the rest is made of reinforced mesh. A plug-in power port is hidden 
underneath the cuff of the shoe, well out of sight. Nike’s logo, located on the 
ankle strap, is described as “electroluminescent.” 
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exclusive news The original Marty McFly Nikes were designed by famed Nike designer Tinker Hatfield. 
He led the teams that designed most of Nike’s popular Air Jordans. He sat down and thought what 
sneakers would look like with no limits as far as technology.  The shoes didn’t actually lace themselves 
or light up on their own. In 1989, lighting wasn’t as miniaturized as it is today. The lights in the original 
shoes required a battery pack strapped to Fox’s back and wiring running down his legs to power the 
shoes. As for the power laces, that required two different shots. In one shot, McFly put his feet into 
the Nikes and set them down. Then a second shot actually had the Nikes mounted onto a slab of fake 
cement with holes underneath to feed cables through. The cables were pulled by a guy off-screen to 
tighten the laces.
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Consistency 
with the original design 
exists across the shoe, from the upper 
contours to the glowing Nike emblem, but 
they don’t feature power laces.  The possibility 
of this technology will be available in 2015, 
when the second version of the shoe will be 
launched.

Nike announced that only 1500 pairs of this 
shoe will be auctioned on eBay, nikemag.eBay.
com, with all net proceeds going directly to the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation.  A match grant was 
given to Fox’s Foundation by Sergey Brin and 
Anne Wojcicki; they will match all donations 
to the foundation, up to 50 million dollars, 
through the end of 2012. This means all 
proceeds made from the shoes will be doubled 
through matching contributions.

Michael J Fox, who plays 
Marty McFly, gave his view on the shoe:

“This project is exciting to me because it 
brings together three very passionate 
audiences: the Parkinson’s community, the 
sneakerheads and Back to the Future fans.” 
      
       - Michael J. Fox

First day, the average pair of Nike Air Mags is 
projected to be sold for $6,142 each totalling at 
$921,290.  Make sure you get your pair to support 
the cause as well as your favorite futuristic movie.


